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OFFICIAL RECORD OF THE

TUESDAY, MARCH 25, "1919

Gen. O'Ryan, While in France,

Ordered It Written for The

Evening World

Was Mysteriously "Lost and It Is Here-
with Printed for the First Time The
27th Lived Up to the ftest Traditions of
New York Soldiers in the Terrific Fight-
ing at the Hindenburg Line.
The livening World herewith prctrnts Major (Jen. O'llyan's review

ef Ihe engagement! of the STth Dlvltionlrom Mount Kcmmcl to the
Hindenburg line It teat prepared toon after the divliion had been tcillt-iraic- n

from the line to ilontlort. The livening World tabled Oen,
O'ltyan that all Srtr York was trailing lor the dctailt, Under licit,
O'ltvan't direction and tcith hit approval the review teat prepared, but it
teat lott on the cablet. It it printed Jmt at It teat written In December.

Ctprrlitt, IIII, tj Ik tint C. (TU Ntw Vilk Ktrnlni Wotld.)

rBX of the 27tb Division will
those of fiction to tell when
friends In New York and

MONTFOUT.

Robert f.ouls Sicvcnson, In Datzac, or oven Dumas, which can touch the
real cxperlcnceo through which thetio city boys and country hoyo have
passed. The records of the division show Its mm have fought In

three big battles, three engagements and two minor actions.
"The division had traditions before falling for France, und these have

been magnificently sustained and many new successes have been achieved
which will place the division among the foremost In Ujc of Ameri-

can fighting units. It was the first division to light on Ilelfrlum soil. To-

gether with the 30th American Division, it formed the 2d Corps and was
brigaded with the Urttlsb In June, 1918.

"lis first experience In the linn was
a. trying1 one for young troops. It waa
placed In the reserve line known as
the East Poperlngho line, behind
Dlckebuoch lake, In Ilelgtum. nnd at
n tlrao when It was expected that the
roup of armies under Prince Hup- -

preen t of Bavaria Intendod making a
determined drive against the northern
part of the J.ya salient, with the
Channel ports as their objectives. At
that time It was felt that the llrltlsh
holding tli front lino would be unnble
tit stand the shock of irueh an assault
and that tho deluge of Germans
would roll up to the Hast roperlnghe
line. There, however, It would stop.
Orders were that the enemy must be
stopped at all costs. This situation
waa changed, however, dnrlng tht
great German drive toward Chateau-Thierr- y,

which at tint met with such
succeed that the Germans postponed
attacking In Flr.ndcra In order to ex-

ploit to the full their southern drive.
As the world knows, the Germans were
stopped ut Chateau-Thierr- y and were
driven back, and thcBo conditions
necessitated the withdrawal of a
of Prince Itupprocht'a group of
armies for service In the south, and
the drive .to the sea won abandoned.

"Immediately upon this Informant n
being received through prisoners and
captured documents the 27th Division
waa selected to attaok and capture
Mount Kcmmol. There was confi.

denco among the men In their own
flgtotlng ability. In late August the
division moved Into the front line, re-
lieving the th and 41st British

At that time no man's land
dominated Py tho atreuuia, bu,

(

Franco. Dec.
hnvn Morion aioro thrilling than

that

history

purt

they nrrlvo homo among their
udjolnlnc Stutos. Thoro Is nothing in

In three days nnd nights tho 27th
reversed this condition of af-

fairs with such marked aggreailvo-ncs- s

that the enemy put oppoBlto a
number of new divisions, r.mong whlr?h
was the 8th German Division, cont'd-ere- d

one of tho finest In the German
Army. This crack organization of
the enemy's army Immediately
showed its mettle by making a raid
In broad daylight behind a moving
curtuln of stocl. The barrnre fell upon
tho lending elements of the 1071b
Infantry, formerly tho old 7th
of New York, but did not In the learn
demoralize or disturb the spirit und
determination of the mon, The r.Ud
was a failure. Thn men of thts ?lth
Division mt their assailants, who
tacked with bombs, rifles and knlvn,
flo fierce wiw thu fighting that sono
Miunds of thn lOith wore almost vn
tlrely wiped out, but not one prisoner
wan taken ny the enemy. j no enemy

V

I . .. .

left a largo number of dead nnd
wounded on tho flrfd.

"As a consequence of this sample ot
tho fighting qualities of tho New
Yorkeri the enthusiasm of the aer-ma-

wWied. Shortly thereafter In- -m rclred that Ut Gc

I
Looping the Loop in a Lorry

OR THE TRAIL OF THE 27TH, ''THE NEW YORK DIVISION1
THROUGH FRANCE AND BELGIUM

Mag 30th, 1918 Feb. 26th, 1919
graphic obart.of the prc-gres-a of tho 27th Division from Its port

THIfi ctleeaibarkatttin', St. Xaxalro, through victories at .Mount Kern- -
A. mil, Dlckcboach and the breach

return to tho coast to ombark for home again at lircst, la dono by Pri
vate Itobert Howe Jr. of ttm Hoglnnlnff at tho
lower left hand corner, the
of the attacks on tho vesscla
im, In eight of lielle Isle, at thi) very
harbor.

moved to 8t. Klgnlcr
thp first ten-da- y period of training wan directed. Private Howe's skotcti
of tho church with the twin townm, tho Church wbloli Jeanne d'Arc

Is not a bit less accurate
study It frtmi an airplane, taking his
u few days at Major Gen,
ing tho chariots with hign wheels nnu
to J.OoO.OOO-oa- d Americans until tliey Ulo
French box oar. Tbe iJocho planes
27lh Division by this time, and hero brjgan

nd his stun tho map which did not
Tho only victlma of the first attack were

From Heauvul the division sent Its

' .v..

Its
of th and Its

tho third which

1n was

nfC

training and Seneontng. Moro wore sent from Nlourlet, near Ht. Omer.
where many of tb men celebrated July i. Fritzlo Jolnid In the NlcUrlct
ccilobratlon by dropping n, bomb, whlr.h Injured seven macMno. gunners. At
Oudrzi-cl- tho bombs happened every night. One of them, hloli waa a
dud, dropped on tho hut of ,,G2," otherwlso known as tho n,

und eausml I'rlvulo Itobort Howo Jr., n. rlnlng young artist, und his
Immodlato omcer to Hasten out into tlio dark und rocllno In
n ditch for Hflveral hours. Hcsldcs tho bombs, tho division was visited here
liv Klnr Georgo V. and Elslo Jonls. King George reviewed the troops' . i i i . i i
and the troops rcvicwru jui,

Tho Hans for tho HJisault on Mount Kfttnmel wero mado in this town,

From this battle tho division moved on to Douglas Camp, a cantonment
MiMen In thn trees, to preparo for tho Dlckcbust-l- i action, after which tho

"ti. went uuvh twi iv u.nii iim i iiijucuuurH line atKirt unu.,111 ...!.- - --,.,1. I, (1, tlu.1nrf.. ..J ..
finding out.

Klwrlct 'a

.fey

mans proposed to retire from Mount
Kcmmcl and from the territory to the
south, upon the, .receipt or this

orders were promptly
given to the division to attack Vler-sto- at

nidge, Jtoaelgnol Vood, Petit
Boia asd F!.Ua.u Turn, Uw 91'

Ulndcnburg line,

Headquarters Detachment.

submarine

Headquarters

Imprisoned,

KHoarbotln,

commemorates

Intelligence

commnnrtlnK

in-

formation

carrying over the division, May 29,
entranco of St. Xnzalru'a lockod-l- n

immediately, and from that town

because he trad un opportunity to
first lessons In observation, .Alter
O'Urnii movcd to Heauval. employ
incK Dumpom wiion win dq Known

a liommco nlicvaux" tlio
hnd, found tho wherfjfoouts of the

on offoit to blow Gen. O'rty.in
relax until tho armistice was signed.

soventeon horBCd.
tlrst men to the front lines for

f V

oners wero tuKen. and a new lino wnb
estnblishi'd on favorable Rrouml lu
place of thn old tine which for months
had suffeied under direct cnamy ob- -
trrvhtloii.

ii soon as the division had ac
complished its purppse It, togathcr
with thn 30th division, was with
drawn from l'lundrs and prepared
tor tho battle which was destined to
break tho much vaunted Hlndenhtirg
line.

"The training of a division before it
takes part In battle Is lntcnlve to an
extreme. The 27th. In tho vicinity of
Doullcns, manoeuvred and rehearsed
many details which It was believed
would arise, in preparation for tbe
battle to come,, Tho dlvlblon was thtn
moved by bus, train und m
tbroufb uuu OMoiated. area, j.tt

V jLs

Deauquesnc In which Joffre and bis staff planned the Battle of the Maine
and In Which wan a book registering the visits ot tho Kings of JJngland and
Italglum, and Qubcns, and Meld Marshals, V evcrythln.' Thcru was room tor
S00 horses In tho otablo adjoining. ,

At Hols 'de ltulro the uttaok on tho Hindenburg Une was laid out and
Major Gen. O'Kyan, with a few of his staff, went toward Stc. Kmlllo Quarry,

Private Howe, not having seen, does trot uttempt to picture. At
Joncourt, which Gcnnun bombs had laid wasto and whero trm Dattle
of Ht. tiouptct waa planned, tho German airmen were very, very busy.
Headquarters moved on to Duslgny, where the enemy artillery had the
ran go so nicely that It shelled various blocks of tho town with the
utmost precision, but obllRlnRly timing the bombardment so that it was
alwoys possible for tho New Yorkers to move Into a quiet block In plenty
of time to keep out of trouble. Ileforo thn German tltno uhcdulo was
sufficiently understood, however, a shell landed In tbe big house In tho plc-tu- ro

atid, wnundett Major Austin; and nine of his men on the floor abovo thut
on wblcb Major Gn. Oltyan was consulting with his staff.

with a Jot of Its prisoners to do ohoros, tho division moved down to
Oorble, ten miles from Amb'ns, to listen to rumors about going homo, which
followed right along to tho debarkation area ut Montfort. And then oh,
Joy! oh, boy! enmo tho lost of tho

to g't tho New York division homo Just as quick as u could
march aboard The chateau of the Count de NIcoUI nt Montfort
was Oen. O'ltynu ontortolned Gen. Pershing and Senator Wodsworth

division lilt trail for Ilrest, crossing Its victory-boun- d trail
from St. Nazalro.
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which tlio waning nations
fought uguln and attain..

"On tholr way to attack tier-mut- is

in their htrongest stronghold
the men of the 27th passed Albeit,
merely a shell of Its former self, und
crossed the Homine where tho banks
Ji-i- i pitted with shell holes und strewn

(with rusty barbed wire and brok'--

pieces ot I ho machinery of w.ir.
"On tho 25th u'. Bwpiciuuer tho divi-

sion took over from tho llrillsu u sec-

tor 4,1'OQ yards in width. Thu 30th
American Division, on tho right, oe.
cuplcd a Hlmllar front. Tho two divi-
sions faced tbo great tunnel systvm
of tho Hindenburg line. Tho sector
occupied by tbo New York troops at
almost (tx.ictly mldwuy betwueu til.
uiiiiuin and t'limbrut. If a stralgnt
lino is drawn coiiihtuiik inoso iwo
cities, II will be round that tnu poini
of tho wedgo wnicn was to im lorccti
ihrouch what has been culled the

lino of waH
Juht back of this connecting lino at n
town named Honssoy. This thu point
of tho wedgo was tno sector ossibi.o.i
to tho 2"tn Division. At tho tlmw,
hnwi-vir- . the divisional front was
from four to elKht hundred ards back
of the line orcupiea ny mo uuin uivi-fclo-

Orders wero given to assault
and cafituro thla lino of ouUr

"This defence system consisted of
several linea of irenehes prolocted by
on elaborate system of wire supporiut
by tlireo roriiueu sirous pomis kww i

as tbo Knoll, Uulllemunt rami and
Farm. Picked liorniioi

held these positions. Tho oil-tir- o

outer defensive system brlrtlod
with light and heavy inuchlnu guns,

of various sizes, niitl-tan- k

guns and concealed Hold pieces.
From the rear a vast amount of ar
tillery supported the- defence. At
Qulnntmont Farm there were Dover,
tul. nam throwers. On rising ground

O'ltyun victories, tho success of the
campaign

tho boats.
where

before tho the

tho

troops

In the rear of this series
of outworks was the main

byiitcm, bjsed un iho
tunnel carrying the St. Qucn-te- n

Canal. Largo foiccs of German
troops lived In canal boats '.n tbo
tunnel under din hills, sale from eil
lire, while passages b'd
from tbe uintifi to the vuriotts
trenches and strong points of the
main defunsivo system, inuk.ag it
posslblo to feed forces
into nny part of the system should
a foothold bu sucuied therein. 'I he
intlro main defensive tfBU'.n bristled
with automatic weapons of all cali-
bres and di'si rlpiionn. ulth u ma7.c of
heavy wlro in trout

and men what
them and what wus ex.

peeled of them. Tho units of thn
division woro not new. Tliey had
traditions to uphold and tbo

nnd training to uphold
them, l athers and of
n number of theso men had

served in these mdio
which in other wars boro different
numeriiN but wore bound by the
sumo spirit, These
men were from
Iho Hudson Valley, the Canadian
lnrdf and the mi Mem part of New
York. All wero in tliolr chosen
uiilm, welded tgoilur by locality

the piuie of
and a rigidity of
by no lighting unit in tho American
Army- They had had hard training
for this oriiclni tet. They were
skilled In tho uso of their weapons,
ind now faced tho

system with no lack of o

and no lack of courage. They
believed that they could do what
plcnoil troops of tho Allied armies bad
fulled on numerous occasions to

They believed they could
break the line.

"On tbe 26th of th JMtn
and. one of .the iwth

17 V BATTLE

TUESDAY, MARCH

New York Boys

and Oatgamed

Against

Smashed Line, at
They to Them Twelve

From Four German
In 25 Days They 13 Miles

6,000

.;jtPA As

formidable
Hlnden-bur- p

under-eroun- d

."Officers understood
confronted

previous-
ly regiments,

Urooklyn.

sentiment,
dibcipllnn surpassed

ac-
complish.

Iafujtry battalion

25,

Infantry, behind a barrage or great
Intensity, mado tbo first attack.

tho dav and tho nlxht
tho lOBtli Infantry and the Germans
who garrisoned tho InvertcU for
tresses struggled for
Tho Knoll changed hands four times.
Tho entire region was a veritable
tornado of exploding shells. Fighting
continue, with tho odds llrst on one
sldo nifrt thun on the other, until
oarls" In thu moraine of Hunt. 28. lust
before daybruuk, tho S4tli Hrlitudo,
composed of th lu7th and lOStli In
fo n to', relieved whut wm left of
the lOGth and continued the strugglo
to retain tbo foothold secured en the
tbrc strong points and to gain the
Jumping off line fixe for the attack
of the next day. At dawn on the
am Bom AincricAn divisions at

tackel bohlnd the heaviest barrage

of the war. Theoe divisions wcra
supported by forty tanks, and the
attack was with that of
the British divisions on tho right and
left. This was tbo uttack on tuo
main line.

"The New yorltcrs advanced dcsplto
incrcdlblo amounts of metal thrown
it, to their midst by tbo enemy, and
despltn millions of muchlno gun bul
lets fired tnrougn tho barrage, and
despite tho smoke, which was so
thick that nothlnt! could be seen
Kne.my reserves who bud been bold
In tbo tunnel carrying the 81. Quasi-ti- n

Canal attacked fiercely on three
sides, front, rear and flank, while a
terrltic counter attack was launched
against thv left flank of thu division
frum Vendhuile In un ef.'ort to roll
up this flank and crush thu whole k.

Ono battalion of the 107th Infan
try and ono battalion of tuo warn,
with machine gun battalions, were
put In to stem this counter attack,
which had cotno from
tho left, whero tho Hrltltib had been
unable to come up. The counter at
tack was defeated nnu renuwuu. i'no
casualties wero terrific and the
fighting was us heavy as any during
flit, war Hut (jespito wio oaas oio
mcntn of the division reached iho

wus
attack

107th to up

tlied to the troops, while ele- -
ments of the lOSth held on. bombing
dugouts and positions on the do.
fensive and capturing
prlwMicrs than their own strength.
Thuso they kept in subjection wnilo
they fnueht off n rmintor attueli in
one mott sanguinary battlej
on western front

"When at last the division re- -

lleved by the u niiuiiii- -

of men still refused stop lgi'-
nir nn.1 continued to sro forward v h

their comrades In arms. The of
tho Is Not only itiu
outlying main sys-

tem of lino vera
broken nnd tho great German fUbk

crushed headed off.
"Through the break mado by

American division" the of tho
Br)Uab Ax my suho

Big

Outfought
Germans

Odds.

Hindenburg Although
Opposed

Regiments Divisions- -'
Advanced

Prisoners.

vJ'V ffMA.?' Joncovrt

m

'imprtgnablu Hindenburg'

Quinnemont

mlncnwerfcrw

underground

unex,i.eiodly

entanglements

deter-
mination

grandfather!)

uncoiiMueiablH
Manhattan,

organization

Hindenburg

Hindenburg
September'

1919

One
Time Had

and
Took

Throughout

superiority.

synchronized

Hindenburg

unexpectodly

Hindenburg

and continued to go forward, wlilla
the 27th was wltbdrawn In
order that it might rest and

During this battle the 270i
Division took 17 officer
und soldiery of other rank.i.
usldo from a of field pleoa?
and Innumerable guns. Uut tv
righting whm not of tbe character
which makes It possible to take tbi
number of prisoners which would

the florcencss of the struggle
or the far reaching effects of the suc-
cess attained. Hy er tho
dlviKlon was In the hue again. After
ten dayM of pursuit tho enemy tvod
reached thn line of tho Bella River
and was there prepared for a deter-
mined resistance,

"On the ntuht of Oct. 1J-1- 4 Gm.
O'Hyan's men composed nix piUrolo to

'dominate no man's land, and on the

following afternoon under tho direc-
tion of the commander a
raid was mado on tho cnuray for thopurpose of Identifying opposing Alvl-sio-

and for tho further purpose ofreconnoitring fcScllo niver. Thisraid was brilliantly executed by a
small detachment of the lOSth Intan-try.whl- ch

cupturcd twenty-seve- n

Preparations wero Immediately
iiiuuu iui lun-ui- b me stream ana as- -
saultlng the heights beyond, and thenoaaquarlers of tho S7th

wero moved to Huslgny, i
which at that time was tho furthesteast of any divisional headquarters
and also the closest to tho enemy's
Une which was only approximately
2,100 yords

"Throughout tho succeeding opera- - ,Hons thn supporting urtlllery waa u
Mieclul It was Australian ur-tlllery pluced oidera of Oen.Kyan. On tho morning of Oct. 17
tho 105th and 108th Infantry crossedthe Belle Hlvcr and successfully
assaulted thn heights beyond. All thobridges of thn "ello Ittver had beenup by tho enemy, but tho I0:dhnglneure, advancing Immediately
back of the first of tho infaa- -
ii. men, sucucenen m constructing

in an incredibly short time.

"'vision moro than 1,400
' prisoners. Fighting of open war
coarncier continued ror Tour days,
during which the heavy losses
of the division wero augmented by
hundreds of casualties. Tho results,
however, worn utmost Incredible in
tho number of prisoners, fkld pieces
nnd machine guns that wero caip.
timid, and thu enemy woro
back to their nt thu da
In .SainUre. In this fijrhtlng tho 27th
Division was opposed by twolvo re..
u.ents from four different divisions.

"This concluded tho fighting of tho
27th Division, which, together with
tho 30th, took 6,000 prisoners and ad-
vanced thirteen miles between Sept.
!7 and 21, having accomplished
what was considered the enemy
impossible tho breaking oX tho g

Una."

mnln lino and occupied pari or mo iiunmvr, n necessary for the in-K- t.
Qucntln Canal tSome of tha ele- - fantrymen in their initial to

mcntn of tho Infantry, wh-i- I ford tho stream and climb tho
greatly outnumbered and reduced to high, slippery banks beyond,
skeletons ot their former solves, io-- I "On the 17th of Ootober tho 27t!b

support

main
system mora

of tho
tho

was
Australians

tho to
i
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battle history.
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